Intraoperative stroke under epidural anesthesia for bipolar hemiarthroplasty in a patient with multiple myeloma: a case report.
A 56-yr-old, 58-kg woman with right femoral neck fracture underwent right bipolar hemiarthroplasty. Her medical problems included diabetes mellitus and multiple myeloma. Epidural anesthesia was performed uneventfully. No other drug except for local anesthetic (2% lidocaine) was administered during the procedure. Unfortunately, we "witnessed" the dramatically hemodynamic change of an intraoperative stroke, which was preceded by a hypotensive episode and followed by sustained hypertension. The stroke was presented with decreased level of consciousness initially and confirmed by the brain CT, which revealed acute infarction at the right middle cerebral artery territory, four days after the procedure. Multiple mechanisms such as intraoperative hypotensive episode and vascular atherosclerotic change due to poor controlled diabetes mellitus might be involved in the event. In the meanwhile, hyperviscosity (3.7 centipoise units of the patient v.s. 1.4-1.8 centipoise units of normal range) caused by multiple myeloma might also have contributed to the intraoperative stroke. Clinical presentation of this case will be discussed.